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Editorial

The composition of each edition of Natalia seems increasingly to be
determined by centenaries or anniversaries. This issue is no exception. 1884
was the year of the founding of the New Republic by Transvaal boers under
Lukas Meyer, and Graham Dominy has given us a worthy centennial piece.

But 1985, which will be upon us almost as Natalia 14 appears in print,
marks anniversaries nearer home and perhaps more significant: 150 years
since the meeting, presided over by Captain Allen Gardiner R.N. decided to
lay out a town at Port Natal and name it after the then Governor of the
Cape, Sir Benjamin D’Urban, and 75 years since the Natal University
College first opened its doors in a wood-and-iron shed in the grounds of
Maritzburg College. It is therefore upon the City of Durban and the
University of Natal that this issue will focus. It is moreover, a focus of
personal relevance in so far as several members of the editorial board were
either born or educated in Durban, and all, without exception, are graduates
of the University of Natal.

Our reprints, from Natal University College Magazines of 1919 and 1934
contain the personal reminiscences of S.E. Lamond, an ‘aboriginal’ student
(who became a legendary Mr Chips-like figure at Maritzburg College) and
the equally legendary Professor Alexander Petrie, first incumbent of the
Chair of Classics.

John William Bews is today a name most students would associate with a
building. We are grateful to Mr Bizley of the editorial committee, for re-
creating the man after whom the building is named, the first Professor of
Botany and first Principal of the Natal University College whose untimely
death in 1938 deprived Natal of a figure of international stature.

Dr Sylvia Vietzen achieves two objects with her article on Mabel Palmer
and developments in education for adults in Durban in the 1920s, while
Professor Maynard Swanson of Miami University, in evoking a picture very
different from the stereotype of slow-moving colonial affluence and gracious
living, provides a salutary reminder that not all of Durban’s inhabitants were
(or are) white.

Little of Durban’s colonial architecture has managed to survive the
ravages of ‘progress’ and ‘development’. Professor Brian Kearney’s
photographic essay in recording some of what remains, is a telling
indictment on the impoverishment of the Durban townscape, while to a
province with memories of the havoc wrought by cyclone ‘Demoina’ still
fresh, Pam Barnes’s piece on the great flood of 1856 will be of particular
interest.

It has been the wish of the Council of, the Natal Society that where
appropriate, the annual Natal Society Lecture be published in Natalia. This
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year it was given by our old friend, Frank Emery, Vice-Master and Senior
Dean of St. Peter’s College, Oxford, on Canon John David Jenkins, a
member of Bishop Colenso’s first Chapter in 1857. We are happy to make
the life of this Natal pioneer more widely known.

Sadly every year Natalia must publish obituaries of distinguished
Natalians. This year they include two who have served education well, Mr
N.W. Bowden and Mr Solly Levinsohn, together with a former President of
the Natal Society Council, Dr R.E. Stevenson and former Honorary
Treasurer, Mr Allan Mitchell, both of whom, at the time of their deaths,
were Trustees of the Society.

One of the founders of Natalia in 1971 was Professor Colin de B. Webb
who served as editor for five years before moving to the University of Cape
Town to take the King George V Chair of History. We are pleased to
welcome him back to Natal as Vice-Principal of the University in Durban.

To all the contributors to Natalia we extend our grateful thanks. May the

enjoyment and profit of our readers be their reward.
T.B. FROST
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